Stagecraft lecture notes

Lighting:

Uses:

1. Create Mood

a. Color

b. Style (ie: pool, wash, shadow, brightness)

2. Light the actors

3. Direct attention

Types of light:

1. Front

a. Used for Theatre

b. Drawback – 2-D

c. 45 degree angle

2. Side

a. Used for dance

b. 3-D

3. Overhead

a. Used for Concerts

b. Shadows faces

c. Lights pages 

4. wash

5. pool

Types of lights:

1. Ellipsoidal

2. fresnel

3. par can

4. follow spot

5. strip

Effects:

1. Gels

2. gobos

a. Tin foil

Parts of a light:

1. Lamp

2. stage pin plug

3. reflector / mirror

4. lens

5. barrel

6. shutters

7. gel holder

8. gobo slot

Operation

1. Dimmers

2. light board

SETS:

Design considerations:

1. director’s vision / plays needs

2. $$$$$

3. Stage type / stock items

a. Proscenium arch

b. Thrust

c. Arena

4. Sightlines
Pieces:

1. Flats

a. 4’X8’ ¼” plywood

b. 1”X3” frame

c. light

d. could be cloth

e. used to create background

2. platforms

a. 4’X8’ ¾” plywood

b. 2”X4” frame

c. heavy

d. used to create levels which add interest / power

3. standard size due to home construction standards

Types:

1. Moving

2. stationary

things you can do to scenery:
1. Dutchmen

a. Glue + muslin + water

2. sono tubes

3. molding cloth

Grades of plywood

1. A – best sanded both sides

2. B – standard sanded one side

3. c – not sanded not used

Painting:

1. Big!

2. stage paints

a. paint = pigment, water, glue

3. flat finish

4. random = natural

Costumes:

1. World of play

2. Mood

3. character

a. costumer uses:

i. color

ii. fit

iii. material

Sound:

Types of Mics:

1. Floor

2. body

3. overhead

Uses:

1. Create mood 

2. world of play

3. music

4. soundscape

5. sound effects

6. actor’s heard

Control:

1. Soundboard

a. Ride the mics!

Make –up:

General info:

2. Old

a. Lines = light / dark

b. Blending

3. prosthetics

4. wigs
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